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Parasha Lech Lecha

October 24, 2026 / 13th Cheshvan 

Shabbos lik ner:         5:32 PM 

Shabbos Day 

Shacharis                     9:00 AM 

Latest Shema              9:48 AM 

Latest Tefilla             10:41 AM 

Mincha                         5:30 PM 

Ma’ariv                 6:31/7:01 PM 

 

Shabbos Day at Young Israel 

Mincha                          5:33 PM 

Maariv/Havdala 6:27/6:32 PM 

 

Weekday at YI 

Mincha/Maariv          5:23 PM 

 

Shabbos Day at Chabad 

Mincha             5:25 PM 

Maariv              6:31 PM 

Weekday 

Mincha/Maariv5:25 PM 

 

 

 

 

Rabbi Hartman’s Sunday morning class is 9:30 a.m. 

Zoom ID: 903 917 1656 
Password: 170 smain 
 
SHMIRAS HALASHON class is Monday at 9:15 a.m. 
Please contact Janis Monat: jbmonat@aol.com for 
the link. 
 
DAF YOMI WEEKDAY ZOOM SCHEDULE 
Via Zoom: Mon - Th 7:00 pm and Tu & Th 7:30 a.m. 

Meeting ID: 822 979 966 

Password: 727190 

 

DAF YOMI LIVE SCHEDULE: 

Shabbos mornings at shul, 8:00 a.m., one hour 

before shacharis; 

Sunday mornings at shul, 7:00 a.m., one hour 

before shacharis. 

Contact Melvyn Huff 

 (781) 784-6608) or 

melvynhuff@comcast.net for more 
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MAZAL TOV! 
   Mazal tov to Shimi & Chaya Silberg on the birth of a baby boy! Mazal tov to grandparents Rabbi Chuni and Leah 
Rappoport and Shimi’s parents! Shalom Zachor will be at 98 Glendale Road starting time 9:00 p.m. 
 
RABBI YISR0EL REISMAN 
   Rabbi Reisman’s erudite and insightful teachings on the Book of Daniel will be this motzei shabbos at 9:00 p.m. All 
are invited to this live streamed Torah Conferencing Network (TCN) showing at Congregation Etz Chaim. 
 
RABBI MENDY ROSENFELD 
   Rabbi Rosenfeld’s parasha class is Sunday at 8:00 p.m. Chaim Stamer will send out the link. 
 
ETZ CHAIM BOARD MEETING 
  Our next monthly board meeting is Monday, November 2 at 6:00 p.m. via Zoom. Please RSVP to Janis at 
jbmonat@aol.com if the link is needed.  
 
COMEDIAN 
Rabbi Bob Alper, the world’s only practicing rabbi doing stand-up comedy, will be performing Sun., Nov. 15, 
3:00 p.m., at B’nai Tikvah, 1301 Washington Street, Canton.  A reception will follow the performance. 
Tickets are $36 each at the door. Or register at: https://www.bnaitikvahma.org/event/comedy-night-with-
rabbi-bob-alper.html. 
   A unique figure in the world of comedy, Alper has built an extraordinary career that combines both 
spirituality and humor in ways that resonate deeply and captivates audiences with his witty, sophisticated and 
clean material. His 38 years of experience in stand-up comedy are complemented by his background as an 
ordained rabbi, which has shaped his distinctive comedic perspective. He also earned his Doctor of Ministry 
degree from The Princeton Theological Seminary. 
 
ETZ CHAIM BOOK CLUB  
   Our next book is To the End of the Land by David Grossman.  We meet Monday, December 7, at 7pm. Books 
are at the library’s circulation desk. 
   A synopsis is below: 
   Ora, a middle-aged Israeli mother, is on the verge of celebrating her son Ofer’s release from army service 
when he returns to the front for a major offensive. In a fit of preemptive grief and magical thinking, she sets 
out for a hike in the Galilee, leaving no forwarding information for the “notifiers” who might darken her door 
with the worst possible news. Recently estranged from her husband, Ilan, she drags along an unlikely 
companion: their former best friend and her former lover Avram, once a brilliant artistic spirit. Avram served 
in the army alongside Ilan when they were young, but their lives were forever changed one weekend when the 
two jokingly had Ora draw lots to see which of them would get the few days’ leave being offered by their 
commander—a chance act that sent Avram into Egpyt and the Yom Kippur War, where he was brutally 
tortured as POW.  
   In the aftermath, a virtual hermit, he refused to keep in touch with the family and has never met the boy. 
Now, as Ora and Avram sleep out in the hills, ford rivers, and cross valleys, avoiding all news from the front, 
she gives him the gift of Ofer, word by word; she supplies the whole story of her motherhood, a retelling that 
keeps Ofer very much alive for Ora and for the reader, and opens Avram to human bonds undreamed of in his 
broken world. Their walk has a “war and peace” rhythm, as their conversation places the most hideous trials 
of war next to the joys and anguish of raising children. Never have we seen so clearly the reality and surreality 
of daily life in Israel, the currents of ambivalence about war within one household, and the burdens that fall on 
each generation anew. 
   Questions?  Book suggestions?  Contact Merilee at melmaeir@gmail.com. 
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REFUAH SHELAIMA   
   Our prayers are for the healing of the wounded soldiers of the IDF, those who have been hurt in terrorist 
attacks, the Israeli survivors from 10/7/23 and this Iran/Lebanon/Gaza War. We pray for the healing of our 
congregation members: Heidi Goldblatt, Rachel Chana bas Menucha; Robert Dell, Tzila Pass, Tzila Chava bas 
Rachel; and Marve Rudenstein, Menachem Yitzchak ben Raitza;. May they all heal soon and fully! 
 
ROOM RENTAL 
   The Mathes Room, a large modern space, is available for holiday celebration rentals, shiva meals, sheva 
bracha meals, children’s parties, etc. Please contact George Monat, etztreasurer@aol.com for more 
information. 
 
THOUGHTS on Lech Lecha 
   By Janis Monat 
    Lech Lecha, “Go to you”(yourself). Avram and Sarai and Lot are going to a place they do not know, based on 
trust in Hashem. They are also going into themselves to come out with new identities, enhanced relationship 
with Hashem, a new religion, new customs and laws, and changes to how the world sees One G-d. 
   Did you ever have a Lech Lecha moment? Where did it lead you? 
   Mine was in 1984 on my first trip to Israel. I realized the Hashem I was refreshingly connecting to was the 
same Hashem hovering over in CT, my home state at that time. This awareness brought me to return to 
shabbat weekly services, “religiously” reading the parasha I kept by my bedside every shabbat morning before 
going to shul. And…I have never stopped, as you can tell by my writing about the portions in our weekly 
shabbos announcements for the past 10 years and at Sunday school teaching them for 34 years! 
   Another theme early in this parasha is in ch. 13:16 with Hashem telling Avram that his descendants will be as 
numerous as the dust of the earth…so why are we so small I have wondered and my son queried at age 6 upon 
learning G-d’s promise to Abraham? "I will make your descendants like the dust of the earth. Only if one can 
count the dust of the earth will it be possible to count your descendants."  
   My husband answered and I like this idea that if all the Jews from Abraham’s time to now were counted we 
would be in the billions. G-d rewards Avram, exalted father, with a name change: Avraham.  Adding the “h” or 
“hey” letter Avraham now means – Av Hamon Goyim – Father of All Nations. 
   Isn’t it strange with resources like “Find a Grave.com” where one can access the names and dates on a grave 
of one’s ancestors, maybe learn who we were related to now and in the past from one of the DNA tests, yet 
we can’t see who our future will be? Yes, we have situations where we are great grandparents before we die 
but not much beyond that and not all of us will live to see/know our descendants. Yet we are descended from 
Abraham and Sarah and the people to whom the land of Israel was promised to. 
  In ch. 13:14-17, God instructs Abram to look in all four directions (north, south, east, and west) and promises 
the land to him and his descendants forever. It is to this day! 
   Rabbi Jonathan Sacks offers a compelling history analysis of us as a people and our relationship with Eretz 
Yisrael. 
   The Jewish connection with Israel goes back 4,000 years to the first recorded syllables of Jewish time. 
   If any nation on earth has a right to any land -- a right based on history, attachment, long association -- 
then the Jewish people has a right to Israel. 
   The Jewish connection with Israel did not begin with Zionism, a word coined in the 1890s. It goes back 4,000 
years to the first recorded syllables of Jewish time, God's command to Abraham: "Leave your land, your 
birthplace and your father’s house and go to the land that I will show you", ch. 12:7. Seven times God 
promised Abraham the land and repeated that promise to Isaac and Jacob. If any nation on earth has a right to 
any land -- a right based on history, attachment, long association -- then the Jewish people have a right to 
Israel. 
   Judaism -- twice as old as Christianity, three times as old as Islam -- was the call to Abraham's descendants to 
create a society of freedom, justice and compassion under the sovereignty of God. A society involves a land, a 
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home, somewhere where the ‘children of Israel' form the majority, and can thus create a culture, an economy 
and a political system in accordance with their values. That land was and is Israel. 
   Jews never left Israel voluntarily. They never relinquished their rights. They returned whenever they could: in 
the days of Moses, then again after the Babylonian exile, then again in generation after generation. Judah 
Halevi went there in the 12th century. So did Maimonides and his family, though they found it impossible to 
stay. Nachmanides went after being exiled from Spain. There was a large community there in the sixteenth 
century. There are places, especially in Galilee, where they never left at all. 
   Those with a sense of history long ago recognized the injustice of denying Jews their ancestral home. In 
1799, Napoleon at the start of his Middle East campaign called on Jews to return (the campaign failed before 
there was a chance to act on this proposal). So did many British thinkers in the nineteenth century, among 
them Lord Palmerston, Lord Shaftsbury, and the writer George Eliot in her novel, Daniel Deronda. 
The Balfour Declaration in 1917, ratified in 1922 by the League of Nations, was an attempt to rectify the single 
most sustained crime against humanity: the denial of Jewry's right to its land and its subsequent unparalleled 
history of suffering. Winston Churchill never wavered from this view. There were Arab leaders who 
understood this too. In 1919, King Faisal wrote to the American-Jewish judge Felix Frankfurter: "We Arabs, 
especially the educated among us, look with the deepest sympathy on the Zionist movement... The Jewish 
movement is national and not imperialist. Our movement [Arab nationalism] is national and not imperialist... 
Indeed I think that neither can be a real success without the other." 
   The idea that Jews came to Israel as outsiders or imperialists is among the most perverse of modern myths. 
They were the land's original inhabitants: they have the same relationship to the land as native Americans to 
America, aborigines to Australia, and Maoris to New Zealand. They were ousted by imperialists. They are the 
only rulers of the land in the past three thousand years who neither sought nor created an empire. 
     In fact, no other people, no other power, has ever created an independent state there. When it was not a 
Jewish state, Israel was merely an administrative unit of empires: the Babylonians, Persians, Greeks, Romans, 
Byzantines, Umayyads, Fatimids, Abbasids, Crusaders, Mamluks and Ottomans. The existence of Israel, in 
ancient times and today, is a sustained protest against empires and imperialism: against Mesopotamia of 
Abraham's day and the Egyptians of the exodus. 
   Today there are 82 Christian nations and 56 Muslim ones, but only one Jewish one: in a country one 
quarter of one per cent of the land mass of the Arab world. 
    Do we really need a Jewish state? Yes. There must be some place on earth where Jews can defend 
themselves, where they have a home in the sense given by the poet Robert Frost as "the place where, when 
you have to go there, they have to take you in." Every nation has the right to rule itself and create a society 
and culture in accordance with its own values. That right, to national self-determination, is among the most 
basic in politics. Today there are 82 Christian nations and 56 Muslim ones, but only one Jewish one: in a 
country smaller than the Kruger National Park, one quarter of one per cent of the land mass of the Arab world. 
  Long ago Jews recognized the right of the Arab population of the land to a place of their own. There were 
various plans for the partition of the land into two states, one Jewish, one Arab, in the 1920s and 1930s. Jews 
accepted them; the Arabs rejected them. In 1947, the United Nations voted for partition. Again, Jews 
accepted, the Arabs refused. David Ben Gurion reiterated the call for peace as a central part of Israel's 
Declaration of Independence in May 1948. Israel's neighbors -- Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and Iraq -- 
responded by attacking it on all fronts. 
   The offer was renewed in 1967 after the Six Day War. The response of the Arab League, meeting in 
Khartoum in September 1967, was the famous "Three Nos": no to peace, no to negotiations, no to the 
recognition of the State of Israel. The call was repeated many times by Golda Meir, and always decisively 
rejected. 
   The boldest offer was made by Ehud Barak at Taba, 2001. It offered the Palestinians a state in the whole of 
Gaza and 97 per cent of the West Bank, with border compensations for the other 3 per cent, with East 
Jerusalem as its capital. The story is told in detail in Dennis Ross's The Missing Peace (Ross was the chief 
negotiator). Many members of the Palestinian team wanted to accept. The Saudi ambassador at the time, 



Prince Bandar bin Sultan, said, ‘If Arafat does not accept what is available now, it won't be a tragedy, it will be 
a crime.' 
    Tragically the Palestinians have been betrayed by those who claimed to be their supporters. They were 
betrayed in 1948 by the Arab states who promised them that if they left now they would return soon, all Jews 
having been expelled. They were betrayed by the Arab nations to which they fled, who refused to grant them 
citizenship, in marked contrast to Israel and its treatment of Jewish refugees from Arab (and other) lands. 
They were betrayed by countries that encouraged them to pursue violence instead of peace, bringing poverty 
to an entire population which, under Israeli rule from 1967 to 1987, had achieved unprecedented levels of 
affluence and economic growth. They are betrayed today by those who encourage impossible expectations -- 
Palestinian rule over the whole of Israel -- thus condemning yet another generation to violence, poverty and 
despair. 
    The Egyptians, who ruled Gaza between 1949 and 1967, could have created a Palestinian state, but did not. 
The Jordanians, who ruled the West Bank during the same years, could have created a Palestinian state, but 
did not. Instead, Egypt persecuted its Islamist intellectuals, sentencing many to death. The Jordanians expelled 
the Palestinians in 1971, after killing almost ten thousand of them in 1970 in the massacre known as ‘Black 
September'. The only country that has ever offered the Palestinians a state is Israel. 
  Every concession Israel has made has been interpreted by its enemies as a sign of weakness and has led to 
more violence not less. 
   What has systematically derailed Israel's efforts for peace is the fact that every concession it has made, every 
withdrawal it has undertaken, has been interpreted by its enemies as a sign of weakness, and has led to more 
violence not less. The Oslo process led to suicide bombings. Ehud Barak's offer led to the so-called El Aqsa 
Intifada. The withdrawals from Lebanon and Gaza led directly to the onslaught of Katyushas and Kassam 
rockets. How does any nation make peace under these conditions? Hamas and Hezbollah have made it clear 
that they do not seek peace. They seek Israel's destruction. 
   Under constant threat of violence or war, Israel's achievements have nonetheless been immense. It has 
taken a desolate landscape and turned it into a place of farms, forests and fields. It has taken immigrants from 
more than a hundred countries, speaking more than 80 languages and turned them into a nation. It has 
created a modern economy with almost no resources other than the creative gifts of its people. It has 
sustained democracy in a part of the world that had never known it before. It has taken Hebrew, the language 
of the Bible, and made it speak again. It has taken a people devastated by the Holocaust and made it live 
again. Israel remains a Petach Tikva, a gateway of hope. 
    Is criticism of Israel anti-Semitism? No. Criticism is a legitimate part of democratic politics and free speech. 
Many of Israel's most acute critics are Israelis. No nation is perfect; no nation can be perfect; a good society is 
one that makes space for, and listens to, constructive criticism. That is something with which we must live. The 
Hebrew Bible is the most self-critical document in religious or national history. 
   What we must challenge are the blatant falsehoods: that Israel is the aggressor, that it has not sought peace; 
above all the idea that it has no right to exist. Equally we much challenge the false paradigm that the Israel-
Palestinian relationship is a zero-sum game in which one side loses and the other wins. It is not. From peace, 
both sides gain. From war, violence and terror, both sides lose. 
   The call on both sides must be for peace: peace for Israel, peace for the Palestinians. You cannot have one 
without the other. The choice is not between supporting Israel or supporting the Palestinians, but between 
peace or violence. Peace is sacred, violence a desecration. Too many lives have been lost; too much blood has 
been shed. Eventually both sides must recognize the other's right to be -- and if not now, when? 
   A beautiful fall shabbat shalom! 
 
 
 


